REVIEWS OF
FIELDER'S CHOICE
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Funny, touching, and memorable.,
W.P. Kinsella

It has earned.that spot on my bookshelf reseved for the
most memorable baseball books, right next to the likes orf
Mark Harris' classic Bang the Drum Slowly.

Amorak Huey, Southern Living

This is one of the few, special books that makes a reader
long to be able to take credit for it.

Cleveland Plain Dealer

Norman, helped along by the country dialect in which he
writes, gives us a character who is humble by nature, who
accepts his mistakes and moves on. We should all be so
lucky. '

New Orleans Times-Picavune

From the opening pitch, rookie novelist Rick Norman sits
you down and charms you with the ramblings of a master
storyteller.

"USA _Today

Spare, clear and true as bright water.
Bill Littlefield - WBUR-FM, Boston

An original and engaging addition to baseball literature.
Publishers Weekly

Much of what this author shows is a gift that cannot be
learned - it's a love for storytelling, an ear for
dialogue and a voice that carries the story.

Baton Rouge State Times

A debut novel with the charm of a Ring Lardner tale.
Kirkus Reviews

His story is both funny and touching. Recommended.
Library Journal



FIELDER'S CHOICE

Rick Norman. August, $17.95 ISBN 0-
87483-172-5

Norman’s accomplished first novel is
full of historicaldetail and rich with an
understanding of baseball and the
game's importance in . pre-WWII
America—prior to the proliferation of

TV sports events, when baseball was -
truly the national sport and played a -

bigger role than it does now in tying
communities together. We follow
“Gooseball” Fielder, small-town Ar-
kansasboy, as he makes his way to the
major leagues as a pitcher for the 1941
St. Louis Browns. But the rookie pitch-
er'sshort career will eventually found-
er in humiliating failure: he “chokes,”
balking in the winning run and losing
the pennant on the last day of the sea-
son. He joins the Air Force as the war
beginsand, afterafailed bombingraid,
is imprisoned in a nightmarish Japa-
nese POWcamp. Neardeath,and halfa
world away from home, he is sustained
by his memories of baseball. He's res-
cued and befriended by a U.S~trained
Japanese officer who recognizes him
as a former major leaguer, a develop-
ment that spurs charges of treason
when Fielderreturnsto the U.S. Remi-
niscent of Mark Harris’s wonderful fic-
tional major leaguer, Henry Wiggen,
Gooseballisinhisownrightanoriginal
and engaging addition to baseball lit-
erature. (Apr.) .
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Norman, Ridck
FIELDER’S CHOICE
August House $17.95
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Norman, Rick. Fielder’s Chaoice. .
August House. Apr. 1991. c.192p.
ISBN 0-87483-172-5.$17.95. - = F

Andrew Jackson Fielder is a decent pitch-

. er with a great gooseball. He blows his

— ’ chances in the majors during a pennant
race in 1941 when his chronic inability to

make decisions costs the St. Louis

Browns the game on a balk. When his

brother is killed in the South Pacific, Jax

enlists. His rescue froma POW camp by a

Japanese admiral who admires his pitch-

ing leads to a charge of treason. This book

is Jax's acéount, to army investigators, of

what he did and did not do. This is less a

story of baseball than a story of growing -

up in difficult times. Jax is a decent, sim-
ple man, and his story is both funny and
touching. Recommended.—Marylaine

Block, St. Ambrose Uniy. Lib.; Daven-

port, lIa.
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f a Ring Lardner tale—the story of a backwoods
er as a major-leaguer before becoming a prisonet.

~ A debut novel with the charm o
boywho hasa briefly notorious care
of war in Japan. .. .,

Andrew: Jackson “Gooseball” Ficlder 8rows up in Smackover, Arkansas, with |

brothers Jugs and Jude. He “Lived

th},x'xpstanocs of coming-of.age in the oil patch, we see Jackson developing his “‘goose-
ball m a loc.al pipeyard with his brother Jugs—who, however, joins the Navy and, be-
llt;ore being S.hlpped out, marrics Dixie,a woman all three brothers are swect on. A’ftcr
aw ta'kcs s1cl'< and wastes away, Jackson is discovered by the St. Louis Browns. Then
following a stint in the minors, he’s brought up, in 1941, to pitch against the Yankees,

- In 2 pennant-deciding game. An inveterate worrier who “fears being the goat,” Jackson

bfilks home the winning run, falls apart, and joins the Army Air Corps. Later Jugs is
killed, whcfeupon Jude makes his move on Dixie, and Jackson—in gunnery sc;xool and
helpless t<'> interfere--eventually gets sent on a mission over downtown Tokyo. Cap.
tured, he lives through a hideous physical ordeal in a pipe before a Japanese admira]
Whose son wants to play ball, rescues him for a life of relative ease until the war cnc;s
:A.ftcr the war, Jackson plays ball again, but Dixie is already miarricd, and his wartime'
Involvement with the Admiral—as well as other incidents while he was a prisoncr—cause
l}.m Army 1o accuse him of treason. He beats the charge, but the big leagues blacklist
him; he also has a final victorious showdown with Jude, who turns out to be an abusive
animal, : .

The voice is credible, and the humor just hard-edged enough to give the story a lit-
tle spin. Ball fans will enjoy it, as will devotees of southern backwoods fiction.

and breathed sports from can-see-to ‘can’t-see.” Along
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appeared in China and then expanded their
range by dispersal into North America.
Other paleontologists—White among
them—interpret the available evidence
differently. They say the subfamily Lepo-

scientifically valuable fossil material on
federal land under a special permit that has
been annually renewed for the past five
years by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. - O

Fielder’s Choice
RICK NORMAN

August House, $1795 cloth,
ISBN 0-87483-172-5 ‘

Choosing and not choosing both have
consequences, and no one knows this better
than Andrew Jackson Fielder. From the small
town of Smackover, Arkansas, emerges
“Gooseball” Fielder, so named because of
his famous rising pitch~the *“gooseball.”
Fielder’s Choice is the tale of two brothers
growing up with big dreams of. the major
leagues in a bush league environment. When

- the older of the two brothers goes into the

service after planting the major league

dreams in Andrew, “Gooseball” finally gets -

to the major leagues only to find that he
misses the companionship and guidance of
his older brother. He joins his brother in
the Army, only to be taken prisoner by the
Japanese and obliged to learn about them
as a people. His baseball talents help him
adjust as he becomes a baseball coach for
a Japanese team that finally ends up facing
the New York Yankees and losing. But
Andrew Jackson Fielder ends up a winner
by making a pivotal right choice along the
way. )

" Rick Norman has done a mesmerizing job
of spinning this inventive tale wherein real
morals are discovered in unreal dreams. This
is a book to read on the front porch on a
hot afternoon, a glass of lemonade in hand,
and the World Series on the radio in the
background.—~H.L. Oswald

The Tornado

JOHN EDWARD WEEMS

Texas AGM University, $10.95 paper,
ISBN 0-89096-460-2

-building blocks, and a movie theatre

crumbling on its terrified patrons. Royalties
from the sale of this edition will benefit the
book fund of the Waco-MacLennan County
Public Library.~RR '

The Thermodynamics of Pizza
Essays on Science and Everyday
Life

HAROLD J, MOROWITZ

Rutgers University, $21.95 cloth,
ISBN 0-8135-1635-8

First published in 1977, this new paper-
back edition describes a funnel cloud that

“hit Waco, Texas, on May. 11, 1953, leaving

114 dead, hundreds injured, and tens of
millions of dollars’ worth of damage in its

terrestrial wake. This gripping and detailed

tale of human drama and tragedy by
eyewitness newspaper reporter J.E. Weems
describes automobiles rolling end over end,
buildings collapsing like stacks of toy

Bloomb

In this collection of more than fifty
assorted warm and witty essays, biophysicist
H.J. Morowitz explains why pizzas stay hot
so long, why olives are edible, how ice can
carry electricity, why summer camps require
health forms, as ‘well as what drooping
eyelids, electric eels, and curare have in
common. Morowitz elucidates with unusual
brevity the big questions that underlie
seemingly trivial facts.—RR
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Dear Rick:

I thought you might enjoy the accompanying review,
which ran on WBUR-FM in Boston earlier this week. I wish I'd
been able to get NPR to run it, but they already had some
stuff of mine backed up.

As the review indicates, I thought your novel was very
fine. I enjoyed talking with you, too.

Good luck in the courtroom and beyond.




Fielder's Choice Bill Littlefield Whenever

Fach spring the grass gets green, the buds burst, and
NTOELY

baseball Bepks, in ever-increasing numbers, appear in the
bookstores...and, more to the point, on sports commentator

Bill Littlefield's desk. Eight months after the '92 books

began arriving, he's finally read one that's flat out gfeat.

0Q:

TAG: Bill Littlefield comments on sports for WBUR. (e REVEWLED

Crote’s  Cwece | By Qi QCLNAN, @BUSWED

{’3 ¥ ALVGEYST e s <.



The narrator of Rick Norman's novel, Fielder's Choice,

is a likeable hick named Jax Fielder. He sounds a little

like Dizzy Dean, saying things 1like, "We was playing

baseball like it was taught." He plays the game a little like Dizzy,
too, featuring a mysterious pitch called the gooseball.

But baseball stops being the central issue fairly early
in this short and marvelous novel, when Fielder's career is
interrupted by the second world war. In the course of
becoming a pilot, Jax sits through the standard
indoctrination and hears all about how "the Japs was
conniving devils who ate their young and anybody else's they
could get a hold to." But some part of this good man refuses
to accept the propaganda. When he flies his first mission
over Japan, he notices the baseball diamonds that dot the
island. He remembers that Babe Ruth &ad visited the country
and played exhibition games there before the war. And he
says to himself, "If they played baseball, didn't they have
to be just a little bit human?"

Jax Fielder's experiences during the war are gruesome
enough to turn a lesser man bitter, but Jax won't let it
happen. He is shot down, captured, tortured, starved, and
nearly killed. He pitches imaginary baseball games to stay
sane, and when he comes out the other side of the horror, he
still has the capacity to pity the Japanese for the terrible
destruction the bombing of their cities has caused.
Admirable? In his endurance Fielder is nearly superhuman; in

his forgiveness he is nearly saintly.



For Jax Fielder's fractured syntax and the apparent

ease with which author Rick Norman tells his story,

Fielder's Choice has been compared to the work of Ring

Lardner. It's an apt comparison, except that Lardner, for

all his charm, never attempted a work as ambitious as this

first novel, which has at its center a hxMvWiNsw¢ celebration of
tolerance and mercy .\ G INERE RIS CM\A%‘\NO % \an Nee M&K«% .

The only sad thing about Fielder's Choice is that it

may be not only Rick Norman's first novel, but his last.
Norman is an attorney now in Lake Charles, Louisiana. The
blurb at the back of the book says he took up that work so
he might be paid for exaggerating, which is ironic, because

Fielder's Choice is spare, clear, and true as bright water.

I called Mr. Norman to tell him how much I'd enjoyed his
book and asked him, of course, whether he was at work on
another. "No," he told me. "That was just a lawyer having a
crack at writing a book. I've told my story now." Read

Fielder's Choice and you will join me in hoping that Rick

Norman will one day change his mind.



Another Lawyer Writes Book

By Jay Allen
Contributing Writer

Rick Norman is a publicist's
nightmare,

Norman's first novel,
"Fielder's Choice,” is in the
bookstores. After an intervi-
ew, he wrote a reporter: "Wish -
I were more interesting  but
1 have pretty much resxgned
myself to a life of boredom.”

i Add Norman to the list of
lawyers turned authors. He
writes on a parttime basis
and defends companies
against each other when he
isn't in the courtroom.
"Bickering over money,” as
‘he calls it.

Norman broke from the
mold of the bazillions of
other lawyers who write
about legal macters, His novel
uses the baseball diamond-
mstead of the courtroom as
its mainstage.

He writes about "Gooseball"’

Fielder, a pitcher and favorite
son from Smackover, Ark.,
who makes the pros and
enjoys a brief season of glory
with the St. Louis Browns.

“l hate lawyering stuff,”
said Norman from his Lake
Charles, La., home. "I hate
to do it all day everyday. I
couldn’t imagine wrmng
about it in my sparetime."

Norman added that
"Gooseball" took on a life of
‘his own by novel's end. He
-derived his nickname f{rom
his number one pitch, the
gooseball.

“f knew what would happen
in the end because 1 knew
Gooseball and what he would
do,” said Norman,

He began the novel after
moving from the federal
_prosecutor’s job to private

practice. Characters like New:

Orleans crime figure Carlos
Marcellos and former
governor Edwin Edwards had
been keeping him busy but
private practice just didn't
offer the same challenges as
these two characters to name
a few. Gooseball took the
place of these two and many "
others.

Keeping up with "Goose-_
ball"tad “ta have kept him
equally busy even though
Norman was writing on a
parttime basis lrying to stay
- busy. "1 just wanted to do
‘something productive,"
Norman said. "Figured tlus
would be a2 good way"

"Gooseball’'s" short-stint
of glory goes up in -{lames
when he commits a season
ending error in the American
League's deciding game in
1941,

Shortly afterwards, he finds
himself in the unddle of
World War 1. He ends up a
prisoner of war after the B-
29 he is flying crashes over
fokyo.

One of his captors, an
admiral, was a Yankees {on
when he was going 1o school
in the States before the war
and pulls a few sirings, as
only an admiral can, and gels
him out of the I'OW camp
to teach his son the pitch.

If I tell you much more,
[ will be telling you how the

book ends, and (hat's a big
no-no for revxewers

However, voicing aur
opinions is ok, and [ (hmk
the book is a very nice
addition -to a genre that has
never been flooded with
particularly great books. It's
been received so warmly by
baseball fans that the publish-
er, Arkansas' very own
August House, had to order
a second printing before the
first book ever hit the stores.

However, it is about much
more than baseball. -

It is about how a family
falls apart aﬁcr its leader
"moves on." Goose's father
leaves his mother for another
women but continues to
support the family. The

‘family is turned topcy turvy

when the father, who
continued to Le a "dad" to
the kids dies and the older
brother is killed in WWII, the,
same war "Gaooseball" is taken
prisoner in,

It also examines the
relationships lh'\t can develop
between two "enemies” when
thrown together.’

Norman is a baseball fan
but "not the kind who plays
"Rotisserie League” basebnll
or pores over statistics."

The former college baseball
player said that he enjoys
watching professional
baseball but "wouldn't watch
the Yankees if they were
playing in his backyard.”

His college career at
Southeastern l.ouisiana was
cut short when "it was
repeatedly proven that 1
couldn't hit a good curve."

Although it may have been
repeatedly provea that he
couldn’t hit a good curve,
he did prove that a {irst time
author can write a very good
book. The book is recommend-
ed reading for everyone,

homemukers as well as

rotisserie‘league buffs.

Not a bad Iirst book for
a pretty interesting guy.

(Writer’s note; This is the
last review during the next
three months of a book

_writlen_by a lawyer..

personal against lawyers, they
are just_ \xrmng tov many
books.

To refresh the wonderful
readers’ memories, We have
recviewed books by Scott
Turow, John Grisham, Grif
Stockley and now thls,
another fine book, but it is
by a luwyer.

Clause: I{ Scott Turow
personally calls and asks us
to review his book, which
isn't due out for quite a while
anyway or Dan Ritchey
writes a book, we will
reconside:.)

Another pretty sood book,

{

!

I niust admit a little personal
bias in this case. Micheal
I"edo. nutl:or of "Onc Shining
Season,” is a fotuner commt-
ity cullcge instructor ol wmine
from North llcuneplu
Community College in
Brooklyn Park, Minn.

1 probably wouidn't have
looked twice at this one
otherwise but when I saw that
he had written another book,
it was a must rcad for me.

Disappointingly, that is
not a category it will fall into
for all readers. Not because
it isn't well written, it's a vcry
well-crafied book.

It would be a baseboll fan’ s
dream to write, Fedo simply
traveled the country during
summer oreak one vear and
interviewed ‘1] basebal!
players who had one great
season,

He gets into what made
the seasons great aud lets them
describe what it was like to
play basebaill during the years
of 1945 to 1970, Days when
they dida't play on plastic
grass under artificial lights
and got paid a million dollars
per brcalh.

Fedo is an excellent writer
who tells you about sitting
down in players' apartments
and farmhouses and then lets
the players tell you where
their lives have gone since
their "One Shining Season.”

Some of the players he

tatked to arc Bob "Hurricane"
Hazle, who is 1957 batted
.403 over the Cinal two
mon(hs to heclp lcad the
Milwaukee Braves Lo the
pennant; Walt Dropa, the Red
Sax power hitter who had
his best season as a iaokie;
and Ned Garver, who wan
20 games for a last-place
teani, the 1951 St. Louis
Browns, (wonder if he played
with Gooseball),

The introduction is by Ira’

Berkow, one ol America's
greatest basebail w riters, who
also gives the book high
marks,
The book was very enjoya-
blc re'xdmg as Fedo took you
4ute—these players™lives

throug,h a time machife at.

the way baseball was, by
biggest problem was that the
voungest plaver's shining
season was two years belore
1 was born.

If he writes a book 30 years
from now, about players like
Tom Hrunamk\' and Glean
Davis, it would be much wmuote
mlcrcmug to me. Then
aghin, today's plavers and
yesterday's plavers are two
different breeds.

Maybe I'd better sentle Tor
the time machine. Who'd
really want te sit down with
A 00-yeur-old Jose Canseco.

e’
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Rivers of Difference: The James and Rio Grande

SEPTEMBER 1991 $25
Fielder’s Choice by }
Rick Norman (Au-
gust House,
$17.95)
Its Arkansas publish-
ers are high on this
first-time novelist’s
book. 1 know why. It
has earned that spot
on my bookshelf reserved for the
most memorable baseball books, right
next to the likes of Mark Harris's
classic Bang the Drum Slowly. .
Rick Norman's Fielder’s Choice,
though, is more than a story of base-
ball. It is a story of war, of small-town
life, of life and death, of family rela-
tionships, and most of all, of Jackson
. ~ ; e Y “Gooseball” Fielder.
PASE S o L Norman tells his story in well-
' crafted prose, clear and convincing.

| Ideasfor ~-~ *» .ok Eamgeetbey

Smackover, Arkansas, to the big

- MM Dbreak when he is drafted by the St.
aVO : : ] I Louis Browns in 1941. After Pearl

N X% Harbor, Jackson joins the Army Air

1. FiSh . D Corps. Shot down, he is taken as a
3 e st el POW and later rescued by a Japanese
R ) . admiral who recognizes him as a
former major leaguer. Jackson be-
comes the admiral’s gardener and
even teachies the admiral’s son his fa-
mous gooseball pitch. Because of this
relationship, the Army charges him
with treason.
Fielder’s Choice offers a moving ac-
count of Gooseball's side of the story.
We listen as he tells why he made the

decisions he did. In Gooseball, Rick
- Norman creates a simple, powerful
character, and in the end, we know
Gooseball has found the strength. to
make the right choice. Amorak Huey

Fall Means Football
Our All-South Section

e
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of evoking good literature. .

: because of them ~ also has provxded fodder-
" for.great books, -

Rick Norman, who has an apprecxatxon for 1
.the threads of folklore from both that have :

" woven themselves into the American’ expe)
ence, has melded the two topics into a com-

_pelling novel that has sent its publishers im- -
medxately into a second printing. The bookis

Fielder’s Choice (August House, $17:95). -
#I wrote about the two things 1liked: to

to discuss literature with students.

- -Writtenina naturally flowing first-person, -
.Fielder’s Choice is the story of an Arkansas -
country boy in the late 1930s and early *40s -

who develops & pitch — the gooseball — ef- 3
. fective enough to get him out of the family .

~ furniture store in Smackover. to. the bxg
léagues with the St. Louiis Browns.
Hisbig league career is haunted by a smgle

‘moment. Before he has a chaneé 1o drive the
ghosts away he finds himself over Japan de- " |

. scendingina parachuteto a fargreater night-
mare — a Japanese prisoner-of-war-camp.

The inhumanity of the camp-and the mu- -

tual disdain of Andrew Jackson Fielder and

. his tormentors is transcended by the shared -
love of baseball by Fielder, a Japanese officer .
-and the officer’s talented son. Baseball be-

comes the catalyst for cutting through the

stereotypes and reveahng the people behnndj |

theflags.

 aseball; a team sport that system- -
j atxcally turns the spotlight from. .
oneplayertothenext, hasa! hlstory g

war — desplte its horrors, or- maybe ) :
~ thehisteryo theBrowns,butheusesperson- .

' a%expgnencetotalk out baseball whlch he' | ‘atthe park sérvice sregxonal headquarters in

-tempt.to gethxm,td change the title of th

1 book;:
read about best,” Norman said in an inter- .|
view after returning to Tara High'School. —
where hé oncestudied and played baseball —

- formation. .

: 'Arkansas, ‘where he has ancestral roots, R
.. masterfully handling the dialect and provid- -
ing an endunng portrait of an Arkansas fami-

quickly read, Figlder’s Choice took five years |
" to write. Norman smiled whenhe said heun- |
dertook the project not out of some great -}
' compulsion to write but because “it was bet-
‘ter than watching television.” -

- suceess in getting his first book pubhshed
. tried'so hard and failed.

.shows in Fielder’s Choice s a gift that cannot .
be learned — it’s a love for storytelling,anear
for didlogue and a voice that carries the story.

. Hopeful]y this noteworthy Louisiana writer

(hie lives i Lake Charles) will keep his eyes
‘offthe TV and his fingers on the keyboard. B

Throug  research Noxman constructs nis |
character’s wartime experiences and some of -

book, récounting their failure to communi- -

didn’ty réalize that “fielder’s choice” is a base- .|
ball term, Despxte such help from editors, the
nlike many about baseball, manages
not to bean students of the game thh misin- |

Norman. also has a feel for country life in

‘I‘hougha relatxvely short novel that can be |

“Sometimes I feel guilty,” he said of his
after talking toso many writers who have

- But much of what this first-time author |

“Park:Servi

B Blackbum produced a traveling exhibit “to
X prove there is no hard evidence that Poe used

{ same.

. _vpopular notion that E&gar Allan
' Poe was an opium addict, rangers

. at America’s memorial tothe au-

T oet are: vxgorously campaxgmng to re-
i 10

tmues to thxs day that Poe ,

t, adespicable character. It’s
ation undeserved,” said National

Eckard '
- Eckard said.that he and Ranger David.

| drugs, how the myth originated and why it
. persists.” Since October, the exhibit hagbeen °
-on display in schools and: libraries, aswell as

| “the. antholo T}ze Poetsand Poetr ofAmer-
- cateuntil Norman discovered that the editor | & 4

ica, authored by Griswold, who was furious

1~ with:Poe and never forgave him. Griswold
was Poe’s literary executor and first biogra-
; pher and took. advantage of that position to

ruin Poe’s reputation after his death.”

Heé added: “Griswold has been'a prime
“source of information about Poe the man,

‘even to this'day. Schoolteachers in English
literature classes all'over America leave the

‘| impression withstudents that Poewasadrug
| addict.”

Thus, said .Blackburn, 27 “young kids get

the 1dea from schools that this guy was on,
N . We're trying to break that cycle..
‘We say, No, Poe did not use drugs to become -
: mspxred to write his tales. He used his

creativit; 3( and 1magmatlon You ‘can do the

The rangers ¢oncede that a number of

. Poe’s stories, including “Ligeia,” “The Fall of
- the House of Usher” and “Tale of Ragged
- Mountains” do refer to opium — but they
__mamtam that readers should not confuse the

author’s work with the author’s life.
_-Bckard said that'in researching Poe’s let-

ters and other documents, he found no men-

tion'of any drug habit. Other contemporaries

ofPoe, such as Dr. Thomas Dunn English, de-
riied the author used narcotics. English, a .

Philadasinhia nhvairian and nast who knaw

anger-researcher Chnstapher' _

ot bed ot o e ]

Eq

tl

-

1l
bl
b

O-O



teams up
ANDING,
lynna’s
PHILLIPS
t machine.
nothing L,
Il her,”
Ina of he
llacious
t Pll raise
with very
values.”

£10007d
$6S .
xddyHy

IEL2—209:P:

JASON PRIESTLEY:
P/ V'S COOLEST Kib

|

1951 Do ér-Glant playoﬂ' (Harper- |
Colhns, $19 95)

first novel tracks a man’s journey |
|- from Arkansas t6 the majors to World |
‘War 11 (August House, $17.95)

Edtted by Dcwl,d Fulk and Dan. Riley

1 An- anthology on Chlcagos beloved |
.| bumblers has a piece by the nerdiest
| of -diamond scribes, George Will.

(Houghton Mifflin, paper, $9.95)
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Books to

Fielder’s Choice by Rick Nor-
man, August House Publishers,
Inc. 192 pages, paperback, $9.85 °

From the opening pitch, rookie
novelist Rick Norman sits you down
and charms you with the ramblings
of a master storyteller.

You quickly find- yourself among.
friends and familiar folks from days
gone by. With names like Jugs, Jude,
Jax, Bubba and Dixie, it's bard not to
have fun with this yarn about ‘Goose-
ball’ Fielder and his adventures on
and off the diamond.

You certainly don’t have to share
his love of baseball to marvel at his
ability to string together visions of
childhood, family and day-to-day life.

A fun read for anyone who enjoys
exaggeration and sees life as a series
of choices. “. .. a fastball? A curve? A’
slider? Which one's right?”

— Eric Arneson
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<FIELDER'S CH OéCﬁ- By Rick Norman. August
House, 192 pp., $17.95. ' !
|

By BRIAN KANTZ

In his dust jacket biogréphical sketch, RickE Nor-
man admits that he played baseball until “if was

discovered — and repeatedly proven — th'rt he

could not hit a gocd curveball.”

Of course, this confession merely makeg him
one more blade of grass in the unending outfield
of major league wannabes who have been similarly
foiled. ' b
But, like those who gave up their playing
aspirations, Norman retained love for his bageball
— its romanticism, theatrics and life-reflgcting
qualities — as a jubilant fan. And all of these
endearments shine through in his debut novel,
“Fielder's Choice.” :

Andrew Jackson (Gooseball) Fielder, a simple,
unassuming farmboy from Smackover, Ark.; who
secms like a perfect James Stewart character;, nar-

nov

rates Norman's tale. The setting is after World War
1I and Jax, as Fielder is called by his family, is dol-
ing out his life story to an army major in defense
of charges made,against Jackson that he com-
mitted treason as a prisoner of war. .

Written in a Southern accent, the charming,
whimsical dialogue makes you feel as though you
are actually the military representative listening to
a wronged man's unnecessary confession.

Fielder starts with his early days and speaks
fondly of his older brother, Jugs, with whom he
discovered the gooseball, a pitch that supposedly
rises. Jugs is Jax's mentor, hero, and best friend.

" He is the klind of brother everyone dreams of hav-

ing.

But, with the good comes the bad, Jude is Jax's

younger brother, a tattletale and coldhearted
fellow. Reflecting on the sibling years, Jax relays
all types of hilarious and interesting sagas.

Finally, in 1941, under cuit hero status from his
mesmerizing new pitch, and with the weight of his
fresh small-town hero title, Jax breaks into the
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el scores a home run on life®

bigs with the St, Louis Browns. Unfortunately, his
career quickly fizzles out with a late-season
blunder. And in attempt to run away from
baseball, he joins the Army Air Forces as a top-

- turret gunner in a B-29 Superfortress.

In air conflict, he is sent parachuting through
the Japanese sky and lands as a POW. In his stay,
Jax learns a few things about war including
torture, and the fact that the so-called enemy can
turn out to be a best friend.

The best thing about this novel, though, is that
whether you love baseball more than life itself or
would rather watch paint dry than concentrate on
ninie innings, you will enjoy this story simply for
its amicable tone.

It is about more than baseball; it deals with
relationships and thoughts in the face of death.

This is one of the few, special books, that makesa . .

reader long to be able to take credit for it. “Field- -
er's Choice” is y€t another in the growing list of
superior baseball fiction. .

Kantz is a Cleveland free-lancer. . -
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RICK NORMAN
Fielder’s Choice

Little Rock, August House,
1991.

~ Ah, it's spring and a young

- man's fancy tumns to baseball—
what else? Just as society’s analysts
were declaring that baseball was

_ dead and that professional football
was the new idol of the American
public, sports-minded people - -
proved otherwise. The last few -
years have seen attendance at
baseball games, whether the major
league variety or minor league parks
like our own Ray Winder Field, soar
to new heights and leave little doubt
as to what the national pastime is.
Last year, CBS paid a few zillion
dollars for major league broadcast
rights. The salaries paid these days
to even utility infielders are beyond
my comprehension. In today’s
market, Brooks Robinson would
have cost the Orioles a billion
bucks! )

On the heels of this renewed
interest in baseball has come a
publishing bonanza of baseball
books. A few years ago, three or
four titles each spring was it for
baseball fans. Now there are several
publishers who have that many titles

cach on-theirspringlist-Recernt " —

saies reporis have two bascball
books among the nations’ best

selling works. Biographies and
other non-fiction material provide
most of the topics but the genre of
baseball fiction is showing new lifc.
Among the new baseball fiction
books this scason is Fielder's
Choice, a 1940s story sct in
Smackover. It relates the saga of
Gooscball Ficlder, a major league
pitcher whose carcer was like -
vicwing a comet; it was bright, it
was brief, but boy, was it memo-
rable. Ficlder rides his trick pitch
" (the “gooscball”) from Arkansas to
the St. Louis Browns where his

" rookie season ends in heartbreak

and in the national spotlight on the
last day of the 1941 season.

Pearl Harbor quickly follows and
soon Fielder is a bomber’s gunner
firing bullets instead of fastballs
until his plane is shot down.
Gooseball’s POW experience takes
an unexpected turn when a Japa-

. nese Yankees fan rccogmzes our

hero.

Norman'’s book is different-——
which is what separates the best
from the rest in baseball fiction
circles. It has an unusual plot, some
humor, and uses baseball’s trap-
pings to address more serious
themes.

I once mentioned in this column -

a book that had the best preface I
had ever read. Fielder’s Choice
descrves-mention as well for
whatever you call those little
paragraphs under the author’s
picture on the back flylcaf of the .
book jacket. Usually, these little
snippets all $ay the same thing and
are forgotten before you finish

reading them. About Rick Norman,
however, we leamn that ne “played
baseball in college before it was
discovercd—and repeatedly
proven—that he could not hit a
good curveball.” Also, that he “has
always cnjoyed storytclling and
became a trial lawyer so that he
might be paid for exag vcr'nmg

Put that commcntary under a
picture of a guy silling in some
wooden blecachers with a mischic-
vous grin on his face and an LSU
bascball cap on his head and
brother, you can scll me a book.

Give Gooseball 4 try. You won’t
be disappointed.
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C Iyde Edgerton’s Walkmg Across Egypt was my
favorite novel of the 1980s. Now, in Killer
Diller (Algonquin, $19.93), whicl could be sublil'vd
Son of Walking Across Egypt, Edgerton picks yp the
story of well-meaning delinquent Weslcy Benuald and
his aging mentor Mattie Rigsbee,

Wulu isin a halfway hous_e operated by Ballard
University, wiich is headed by twin Jerry Falwell
clones. He is also in a gospel band, though he longs o
play the blues. Killer Diller conta_ma some fine humor,

but not enough substance. Characters that were magi-

cal one novel become trivial when stretched into
another.

In her final year of high schoo] in a hleak New Eng-
land town, Connie Frances LaPlante discovers the
nusic of Brecht and Weill. Suddenly, she destroys all
1er jdentification and:belongings, hitchhikes to New
York, where she reinvents herself as the strange and
*xotxc Jenny Fruehoffer, an illegal immigrant from
:ermany Pirate Jenny, by Apri] Bemard {Norton, .
»24.93), is a first novel that takes forever to get ‘
tarted But when it does, the adventures of this emﬂ-

matie \own" woman aho'v crinugh promise to mak Q
Rernard a writer {0 watch with iuterest.

Ficlder's Chnice, a first novel hy Rick Normsaw
August House, $21.95), is this apring's brightest pio
ol baseball no!xon A commcmg do wn-home yoice
of Andrew Jackson “Gooseball”™ Ficlder, .vho rises
from Smackover, A)I\, to lead !')o St Louis trosns lo”

‘11.)

2 peneant, vily {0 disgrace himscli by ¢hoking i a
* gritical situation and lomw the World Series (o T".L

much-hated Yankces.

Goowball ends up in the air force, then in a Japa-
nese prison camp where he endures unbelievable
hardship. Fielder's-C} hoice is furiny, touching and

“memorable.

Another first novel, though not nearly so succe~sful
is Doc-in-a-Box, by. Robert A. Burton (Soho, $22.95), -
One minute Webb Smith is a successful plastic surgeon
in Los Angeles, thé.next he has lost his licence for .
treating and not reporting a gunshot wound. He finds

- himself working illegally in a seedy 24-hour clinic. One -
" subplot concerning an abused child i 1s interesting. But

another about a !‘unpd dyrvf of‘mncer takes up far oo

"L space.

inn, by .‘L’hv Robizon (Rundom I'x)r' 0

%) “l CTlarvar) lh)CL._/ ]l:ll'l‘ H
; s her year's ;ahu.' N
abnud \"mm.l -I‘ ing i cadeh up widh bor dy

worthless husband, Rai,

F.'ni‘-.l:‘vu n t work I)Lcmxe 11 3 nut c.x». ﬂu'r'ﬂ oot

Ty
)
r
e

fx\‘l‘-

Qi
1sting alco-

that a:zlh- Ty .m, h(.v)l.,nn t‘nn.: hook ! :
crs will be interested in the anties of'a J
holic. Ignore this one.

\mma] Dreams by Barbara Kingsolver lIIarpnr-
Collins, $29.93), is a delicious novel, full of surprises,
secrets and engaging characters. Cosima Noline, failed

3

\l‘

ay
f-N

. medical student reduced to clerking at a 7-Eleven

store, returns to her hometown of Grace, Ariz., where

i, her 1ather has been town doctor for 40 years. \s

Cosima comes to terms with her past in Arizona, her
sister Hallie is in Nicaragua fighting for social justice.

" Since her first novel, The Bean Trees, Kingsolver has

learned to write about social i issues without bemg

“preachy.$
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Wwuh pold.
Chapetl is certain he will be traded at
the end of the season and the news

- depresses him. He has decided this final

September afternoon will be his last
pitching appearance.

On this final day, Chapel finds magic
in his arm one more time. Between
innings,  Chapel looks back on his life,
assessing the good and the bad, evaluat-
ing his relationship with the only woman
he loved, replaying the only career he's
known. :

It’s as if Chapel will die after this game
and his life is passing before him.

At its best, “For Love of the Game”
reads as economically as Hemingway. At
its worst, it reads like an unbelievable
Disney fable.

On the other hand,
Choice” (August House, $17.95), a first
novel by trial lawyer Norman, is the
surprise of the young season.

I was prepared to dislike this book:
Andrew Jackson Fielder, from the back-
woods of Smackwater, Ark., rides his
unique ‘‘gooseball” — a curve ball that

‘MFielder's

Jeagues in 1941,

e is the bullpen phenom of the St.
Louis Browns, an overnight sensation. At
Yankee Stadium for the final series of the
season, a pennant is riding on the
outcome.

But Gooseball Fielder has a fear of
failure — he knows that if he is called into
the game he will choke. And Gooseball
chokes. He balks in the pennant-winning
run, and New York fans carry him off the
field on their shoulders.

Gooseball wallows in -self-pity until
Pear! Harbor is attacked and he enlists.
Later, he becomes a prisoner of war, but
baseball keeps him alive — half dead in
solitary, Gooseball’s mental replays of
past games maintain his sanity.

A Japanese admiral, whose son wants
to be a pitcher, also recognizes Gooseball
and brings him to his personal compound,
where Fielder is asked to teach his pitch
to the son. The involvement leads to
charges of treason after the war, and
though Gooseball beats the rap, he is
blackballed from the sport. :

Norman's novel has some of the

whimsy of W.P. Kinsella’s “Shoeless Joe”
and “lowa Baseball Confederacy.” It:is a
novel about Southern ethics and the
magic and mayhem of families.

And it is a novel about a kid ' who slung
a bat over his shoulder and headed for the
diamond, spending his summers falling in
love with baseball.

[ Steve Kelley is a Seattle Times staff columnist.

expanded, updated compendium of facts about
the game.

PAPERBACKS
L2*1t 1 Never Get Back” (Ballantine, 35.95) is
Darryl Brock’s back-to-the-future novet of the 1869
perfect season of the Cincinnati Red Stockings,
the first professional baseball club.
I “Big Sticks: The Phenomenal Decade of

rises instead of sinks — into the big

WILHL Li¢ COINpany director, toughn she
has no clue as to what makes him tick.

The reader has only murky ideas of
what makes Stella tick, for that matter..

" Phone calls to her absent mother (who,,

we're told, always responds in “the
usual way"”) offer a clue; so does
Stella’s “amusing” but “disconcerting”
behavior. It's easy to guess the nature of

the shocks that are coming — and

equally great fun getting to them.

Bainbridge enjoyed a 10-year career
as an actress before turning to writing,
and it’s tempting to see the book as a
self-deprecating account of the teen
ingenue she must once have been. it's
soon clear, however, that this is no fond
exercise in nostalgia, but another walk
on the dark side as only Bainbridge can:
deliver it. -

Michael Upchurch.

H “Walking with the Great Apes”
by Sy Montgomery
Houghton Miffiin, $19.85

When paleontologist
Louis Leakey pro-
posed long-term, in-
tensive studies of the
orangutan, gorilla
and chimpanzee to.
learn more about the
behavior of prehis-.
toric humans, he
startled mainstream-

scientists. But the

scientific community
was completely out-
raged when he chose three young,
relatively untrained women - Jane
Goodall, Dian Fossey and Biruté Galdi-
kas — to go into the wilds of Africa and
Indonesia to pursue this research.
“Walking with the Great Apes” profiles.
the courage and contradictions of these
women. .

Author Sy Montgomery deftly con-.
trasts the scientific community’s reluc-
tance to accept Goodall, Fossey and
Galdikas with the deep trust ultimately
placed in them by the animals they set’
out to study. After initial frustration and
failure, all three made important contri-
butions to primate research: Goodall
and Galdikas observed toolmaking
among chimpanzees and orangutans,
respectively, and Fossey discovered that,
gorillas express happiness and content-
ment by singing.

Ironically, these discoveries linking
other species more closely to our own
caused all three women to distance
themselves from the establishment
which had rebuffed them. In creating
new methods of primate research, they
devalued conventional models which
forsook compassion for information.
This book celebrates women who have
reforged ties that almost had been
forgotten.

Barbara Lloyd McMichaetl
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Elégy for an also-ran

Fielder'e -Choice. By Rick Norman.
Augu‘st House. $1 7.95. '

. By DON WASHINGTON

Contributing iriter

protagornist i
Nortnan s first novel, “Fi

to family and friends, an

tical joker; however, his eVeﬂast- o

ing self-identification comes riot
from those good qualities;: but
from his self-doubt. g
Norman, a lawyer in Lake
Charles, has written about
whose compassion gets h

,charged with treason for collabo-

rating with the Japanesein.
World War II, and whose doubts
about his own abilities keep him
from accomphshmg the things he
wants most.

Jax, as his family calls him,

comes closé to being a hero. whlle :

When Jugs marries Dixie, the
- girl Jax himself Las fallen for, he
manages to swallow his disap-
pomtment Even though Jugs is
- away in thé Pacific and Jax’s
" dttraction to Dixie never wanes;

'pxtchmg for the Browns at the
end of the 1941 season. Butin a
moment of indecision, he balks in
the winning run in

cidirig nst the Y.

: When the old man getssick, switlowed Dixie.
Jax quits the high school baseball _ Even in the prison camp, Jax -
team — ‘even though it means - an® his balk, A J aI;; anese
the team. won’t wm the champl- o

onship. . .

he treats her with nothing but re- '

~ that day, takes h1m out of the

camp to make him a gardener

Jax makes friends with the - . =~ =~

admiral’s son, and teacheshim to. -
pitch. Ultimately, it leads to the
charge of treason. _ :
“The book is Jax’s story-as told
to an Army investigator. It i isan |
entertaining tale, and good. -
ing, including a satisfyingcon- .

. frontation between:Jax and his -

obrioxious, conniving younger
brother Jude. .
‘Like most of-us, Andrew Jack- -

-son Fielder doesn’t always:make |

the right choice. He’s just an

average guy, whose blunder on

the pitcher’s mound made Him
famous, and who had an innocent ~
friendship that the U.S. Army
considered treasonous.

- It would be easy to draw.. -
Gooseball Fielder as a bxtter, sour
man. Instead, Norman, helped *
along by the country dialect in’
which he wntes, gives us a char-

acter who is humble by nature,
who accepts his mistakes.and
moves on. We should all be S0
lucky. :
w _

Don Washington s a writer and edi-

tor for McDermott International Inc.

Show

Eenmm menmoding nade

‘ in three mmngs
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atically turns the spotlight from
\ oneplayer tothe next, hasahistory .
I of evoking good literature. . -

. ~ADd war — despite its horrors, or maybe

- because of them — also has provided fodder

for great books. _ o ,

Rick Norman, who has an appreciation for

. the threads of folklore from both that have .
* woven themselves into the American experi-.

" ence, has melded the two topics into a com-

* pelling novel that has sent its publishers im- -
‘mediately into a second printing. The book is
Fielder’s Choice (August House, $17.95). -

~ “Iwrote about the two things I liked to
read about best,” Norman said in an inter-
view after returning to Tara High School —
-where he once studied and played baseball — -
to discuss literature with students.

Written in a naturally flowing first-person,
Fielder's Choice is the story of an Arkansas
country boy in the late 1930s and early *40s
who develops a pitch — the gooseball — ef-
fective enough to get him out of the family
furniture store in Smackover to the big
leagues with the St. Louis Browns.

His big league career is haunted by a single
moment. Before he has a chance to drive the
ghosts away he finds himself over Japan de-
scending in a parachute to a far greater night-
mare — a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp.

The inhumanity of the camp and the mu-
tual disdain of Andrew Jackson Fielder and
his tormentors is transcended by the shared
love of biaseball by Fielder, a Japanese officer
and the officer's talented son. Baseball be-
comes the catalyst for cutting through the
stereotypes and revealing the people behind
the flags.

aseball, a team sport that system- .. -.-

character’s wartime experiences and some of
thehistory of the Browns, but he uses person-
al experience to talk about baseball, which he
played in college. ’

With alaugh Normanrecalls an editor’s at-

‘tempt to get him to change the title of the

book, recounting their failure to communi-
cate until Norman discovered that the editor
didn't realize that “fielder’s choice” is a base-
ball term. Despite such help from editors, the
book, unlike many about baseball, manages
not to bean students of the gamé with misin-

~formation.

Norman also has a feel for country life in

~ Arkansas, where he has ancestral réots,

masterfully handling the dialect and provid-
ing an enduring portrait of an Arkansas fami-

-y, -

‘Though arelatively short novel that can be
quickly read, Fielder’s Choice took five years
to write. Norman smiled when he said he un-
dertook the project not out of some great
compulsion to write but because “it was bet-
ter than watching television.”

“Somctimes I feel guilty,” he said of his

.success in getting his first book published,

after talking to so many writers who have
tried so hard and failed.

But much of what this first-time author
shows in Fielder's Choiceis a gift that cannot
belearned — it's alovefor storytelling, an ear
fordialogue and a voice that carries the story.
Hopefully this noteworthy Louisiana writer
(he lives in Lake Charles) will keep his eves
off the TV and his fingers on the keyboard. i1
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topics includin.é warm—blooci—ea_;\é;; running
capabilities, intellect, giganticism, bird-
dinosaur relationships, skeletal design,
preservation, and extinction are also dis-
cussed in light of what is known about the
physiology of modern animals. Christopher
McGowan is a professor of zoology at the
University of Toronto and the curator of
vertebrate paleontology at the Royal Ontario
Museum.—RR

Rookie Coaches Soccer Guide
AMERICAN COACHING
EFFECTIVENESS PROGRAM (ACEP)
Leisure Press, $795 paper, ISBN 0-88011-383-9

Rookie Coaches

Basketball Guide

ACEP ~.

Leisure Press, $z95 paper, ISBN o0-880r1-412-6
Rookie Coaches Tennis Guide
ACEP

Leisure Press, $z95 paper, ISBN o-88or1-420-7;
Box 5076, Champaign, IL 61285-5076

In the ever-growing world of youth sports,
our children are subjected to varying levels
of coaching knowledge and understanding.
Often hurried or inadequate training is
offered, as parent volunteers are pressed into
service. The result is rookie coaches

- navigating through team practices by the seat
- of their pants, sometimes perplexing their

charges with erroneous advice, often entirely
missing the game plan for effective coaching.

This concise series of training guides

provides a solution. Prepared by the Amer-
ican Coaching Effectiveness Program, these
manuals ask the questions that should occur
to novice coaches and then clearly provide
the answers. A large part of each guide is
devoted to the real challenge of coaching
youth sports: establishing a positive,
communicative relationship with the chil-
dren. Important information on team
practice planning, injury prevention and
youth sports philosophy is also presented.
The final sections of each book teach sport-
specific material. Every basic skill is detailed
along with player drills. The coach will
appreciate the useful strategies thar are -
outlined for each sport. -

appeared in China and then expanded their
tange by dispersal into North America.
Other paleontologists—White among
them-—interpret the available evidence
differently. They say the subfamily Lepo-

scientifically valuable fossil material on
federal land under a special permit that has
been annually renewed for the past five
years by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. o 0

Fielder’s Choice

RICK NORMAN
August House, $1795 cloth,
ISBN 0-87483-172-5

Choosing and not choosing both have
consequences, and no one knows this better
than Andrew Jackson Fielder. From the small
town of Smackover, Arkansas, emerges
“Gooseball” Fielder, so named because of
his famous rising pitch~the *‘gooseball.”
Fielder’s Choice is the tale of two brothers
growing up with big dreams of.the major
leagues in a bush league environment. When
the older of the two brothers goes into the

‘service after planting the major league
dreams in Andrew, “Gooseball” finally gets -

to the major leagues only to find that he
misses the companionship and guidance of
his older brother. He joins his brother in
the Army, only to be taken prisoner by the
Japanese and obliged to learn about them
as a people. His baseball talents help him
adjust as he becomes a baseball coach for
a Japanese team that finally ends up facing
the New York Yankees and losing. But
Andrew Jackson Fielder ends up a winner
by making a pivotal right choice along the
way.

Rick Norman has done a mesmerizing job
of spinning this inventive tale wherein real
morals are discovered in unreal dreams. This
is a book to read on the front porch on a
hot afternoon, a glass of lemonade in hand,
and the World Series on the radio in the
background.—H.1. Oswald

The Tornado

JOHN EDWARD WEEMS

Texas AGM University, $10.95 paper,
ISBN 0-89096-460-2

building blocks, and a movie theatre

crumbling on its terrified patrons. Royalties
from the sale of this edition will benefit the
book fund of the Waco-MacLennan County
Public Library.—RR

The Thermodynamics of Pizza
Essays on Science and Everyday
Life

HAROLD J. MOROWITZ

Rutgers University, $21.95 cloth,
ISBN o0-8135-1635-8

First published in 1977, this new paper-

back edition describes a funnel cloud that
“hit Waco, Texas, on May ‘11, 1953, leaving
114 dead, hundreds injured, and tens of

In this collection of more than fifty
assorted warm and witty essays, biophysicist
H.J. Morowiua explains why pizzas stay hot
so long, why olives are edible, how ice can

Youth sports directors. mke,aoce._Rghef__mﬂhons.of_doun:s worth-of damage-in-its——-carry-electricity, why summer camps require

is imminent for parents who grimace when
their child’s coach barks insensitively. Placed
in the proper hands, these guides can foster
a positive sports experience for our children.

. —Alan “Coach" Bernhard

Ricommury Review
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terrestrial wake. This gripping and detailed
tale of human drama and tragedy by
eyewitness newspaper reporter J.E. Weems
describes automobiles rolling end over end,
buildings collapsing like stacks of toy

health forms, as ‘well as what drooping
eyelids, electric eels, and curare have.in
common. Morowit: elucidates with unusual
brevity the big questions that undezlie
seemingly trivial facts.—RR
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If You‘ Like Baseball You'fil Lo ve.I

with ‘enough character and
detail to make.it ring true. A sturdy,

young man from a struggling home

has a talent for baseball, and might
have been one of its all-stars. Then
life happened. The hero of Rick
Norman's baseball yarn is-Andrew
Jackson Fielder, who comes out of
an Arkansas oil patch just before
World War II with his unique
"gooseball," a rising pitch -which
puzzles the best of batters. One of
three brothers, he is also in love
with Dixie,a neighbor; they all are.
But he is too shy to tell her so.

- "Gooseball" does a stint with
a farm team, and then joins the St.
Louis Browns for a promising start
‘in 1941. Disaster happens when he

_ goes against the Yankees in the '

‘deciding game of the pennant race;
he joins the Army ‘Air Corps in
disgrace. As with many. young men
that year, his world ‘continues to
fall apart. Dixie marries his brother,
“Jugs, in his absence, and then later
the ‘abusive oaf brother Jude when
Jugs is killed. g

Fielder winds up in a
Japanese prison camp near Tokyo,

and nearly dies before being
recognized by a Nipponese admiral
with a-passion for baseball. Our
" hero is asked to teach the officer's

son his special pitch, only to have-yrpspliEdae s somensit. his

HE of Feilder's "Fialdor'e (Ch¢ ;o
T I‘ Choice 15 o familiar one, Flelders Ch oice

Andrew Jackson Fielder.
the 'yourig man die as @ kamikaze

. pilot in the closing days of the war.
Worse yet, Fielder returns 10 face -

charges of disloyalty after the

"armistice.

Unofficially blacklisted, and
with physical problems stemming
-from prison camp, his career scems

¢ anger at his brother's mistreatment

of Dixie and Jug's son makes him

resolve to turn his life around. The
finale is in the form of a newspaper -

clipping entitled "Gooseball flies
once more.”

As for the old athlete, he
concludes, "I've had a thousand
choices to make in my time ... a
fellow's got -little control as to

. ‘whether his choice is the right one.’

All he can do is make sure he done
it for_the right reason. And there's
not but one reason. . . . Love, is
~all o : -
Author Rick Norman, .an
“attorney in Lake Charles; La., says
“heturmed to law:because he could

".not hit a good curveball. Also, he

likes to tell stories, 'and.now. he
gets "paid for exaggerating.”-His

-first novel has won unusual critical

acclaim for its terse, natural style
and page-turning plot. - _

"I wrote it,” he adds, ."for
adults plagued by the memory of
their mistakes." Perhaps he seems

10 be saying that for some of us, as

for even old "Gooseball,” there is
still hope.

("Fielder's Choice™ by Rick
Norman, August House, P.O. Box

72203, Little Rock, Ark., 200-

pages, hardcover, -$17.95. Mail
orders, add $1.50 shipping.) ¢




